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irresponsible, utterly unfettered by public obliga-
tions, entirely hedonistic, and good-naturedly selfish.
Everybody who has any acquaintance with English
society must be familiar with the country gentle-
man unattached. Let us take a typical specimen.

His ancestors, for many generations, were the
lords of some thousands of acres of moor and pasture
ground, with a little good plough-land, in a county
of the North. Through the vicissitudes of our
history they assiduously nursed that estate, living
in modest sufficiency from the tribute of their
tenants and the profits of their own fanning and
cattle-breeding. One squire was out with the dis-
orderly Lancastrian host that fell into rout at
Towton ; another rode behind Eupert at Marston
Moor; a third just cautiously saved himself from
joining the Young Chevalier on the march to Derby.
They were hard-drinking hunting men and sturdy
Tories all through the eighteenth century; they
damned Bonaparte and the Whigs in the early
nineteenth; one of them sat in Parliament after
the Beform Bill, and voted steadily for Peel and the
Corn Laws until the Great Betrayal of 1846. They
were always local leaders, minor magnates in their
own sphere, busy with the affairs of their small
enclave, much occupied in county business, way-
wardens, officers of the Militia and the Yeomanry,
Justices of the Peace.

The present head of this ancient house has no
taste for the routine of rather dull business and
unexciting recreation. He does not see why he
should bury himself among his ancestral fallows,
and work like an auctioneer's clerk. The estate
is more valuable than ever it was before, for there